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Non-Point Rule Redesign

• 1997 Wisconsin Act 27
– legislature mandated a redesign of non-point 

pollution programs
• State Statute 281.16

– DNR set Ag Performance standards (NR 151)
– DATCP set technical standards (ATCP 50)

• State Statute 92.05
– DATCP develops a statewide nutrient 

management program (ATCP 50)



Ag Performance Standards

• Control erosion to meet tolerable soil loss (T) RUSLE 2 
• Construct manure storage facilities to standards
• Divert clean water around feedlots close to streams 
• No overflowing manure storage facilities
• No unconfined manure piles near surface water
• No direct feedlot or manure storage runoff 
• Restrict  livestock access to maintain adequate sod cover 

(vegetation) near water 
• Apply nutrients to crop needs

ALL STANDARDS BECAME EFFECTIVE Oct. 1, 2002 EXCEPT 
NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT



Why Phosphorus based 590 Plans

• EQIP - USDA NRCS cost share program
• NR 243 - WPDES permit CAFO regs
• NR 151 - Water quality performance standards
• ATCP 51 - Sets statewide standards for new or 

expanded livestock operations 
• ATCP 50 - Incorporate P-based 590 standard
• ATCP 40 - Distribution of manipulated manure 

needs a license, exempt from tonnage fee if going 
to fields complying with ATCP 50.04



Proposed ATCP 50 Revisions
• Incorporate Draft November 2004 version of 590 Standard

– Includes two phosphorus management options:
• Phosphorus Index
• Soil test P option

• Qualified nutrient management planners
– American Society of Agronomy (ASA) has changed/eliminated 

some of its certification programs:
• eliminated crop scientist and crop specialist certifications and moved 

them to the certified professional agronomist certification (CPAg)
• eliminated soil specialist certification and moved them to the soil 

scientist certification under Soil Science Society of America (SSSA)
– ATCP 50 will recognize CPAg under ASA and Soil Scientist 

under SSSA



Proposed ATCP 50 Revisions

• Manure nutrient values in a nutrient management plan 
must be based on one of the following:
– Standard “book values” in WI Conservation Planning Tech Note 

WI-1, companion document to 590 nutrient management standard
– Manure analyses conducted at a laboratory that meets the 

following standards:
• Laboratory participates in the Manure Analysis Proficiency (MAP)

program administered by Colorado State University
• Laboratory can perform analyses according to methods in “UWEX 

Publication A3769, Recommended Methods of Manure Analyses”

• DATCP certified labs in MAP program
– UW Soil & Forage Lab Agsource Soil & Forage Lab
– Dairyland Laboratory Rock River Laboratory
– A&L Great Lakes Laboratories



Proposed ATCP 50 Revisions

• Nutrient applications must follow recommendations in UW 
Publication A2809, Soil Test Recommendations for Field, 
Vegetable and Fruit Crops unless one of the following 
situations justifies a deviation:
– Soil or tissue test reveals a specific nutrient deficiency
– Excess nutrients are the result of an unforeseen change in the type 

of crop planted
– Excess nutrients are the result of manure applications made in the 

last year prior to writing or implementation of the nutrient 
management plan

– Other special agronomic conditions documented by the planner



Proposed ATCP 50 Revisions
• Proposed revisions have no effect on cost share 

requirements.  ATCP 50 entitles farmers not complying -
to 70% cost sharing.

• Some farmers will be required to comply with NM 
requirements regardless of cost sharing.  Those include:
– Operations needing a WPDES permit under NR 243 (>1000 au’s)
– Operations who voluntarily construct a manure storage facility and 

need a permit under local ordinance
– Operations who need a permit for a new or expanded livestock 

facility with 500 or more AU’s (ATCP 51)
– Participants in Farmland Preservation Program

• Public hearings to take place in mid March



Other Codes Affected by ATCP 
50 Revisions

• ATCP 40 - Fertilizer and Related Products
– Defines manipulated manure and creates an 

exemption for its distribution
• Proposed manipulated manure definition

– “Manure that is ground, pelletized, mechanically dried, 
packaged, supplemented with plant nutrients or other 
substances, or treated to facilitate sale or distribution as 
a fertilizer or soil or plant additive”



Other Codes Affected by ATCP 
50 Revisions

• ATCP 40 - Fertilizer and Related Products
– Proposed rule also creates a license and tonnage 

fee exemption for bulk manipulated manure 
distributed to cropland that is implementing a 
nutrient management plan that complies with 
ATCP 50.04. (proposed November 2004 590 
std)

• Public hearings to take place in 2005



Other Codes Affected by ATCP 
50 Revisions

• ATCP 51 - Livestock Facility Siting Rule
– Sets statewide standards for new or expanding 

livestock facilities with greater than 500 AU’s.
• Applies in areas that require local approval
• Can regulate at lower size threshold if an ordinance 

existed before July 9, 2003
• Only applies to existing operations that expand by 

more than 20%



Other Codes Affected by ATCP 
50 Revisions

• ATCP 51 - Livestock Facility Siting Rule
– Applicants must submit a complete standardized 

application packet - applicant info, facility info, 
maps, & worksheets

Runoff management5

Mortality management6

Waste storage structures4

Waste and nutrient management3

Odor management (facilities and land application)2
Animal units (AU’s) calculation1

Standard or topic coveredWorksheet 
number 



Other Codes Affected by ATCP 
50 Revisions

• ATCP 51 NM requirements
– All applicants complete parts A & B of the 

waste and nutrient management worksheet
• types and amounts of waste generated
• capacity and duration of waste storage
• final disposal methods for waste
• acreage available for landspreading waste 
• maps showing fields where propose to landspread 

waste



Livestock Type

Applicant Signature



Proposed AU’s

Applicant Signature

Waste handling 
practices

Acres available 
for landspreading

Line #6 - If meet quick test of animal units 
to acres and are <500 AU’s then no need 
to complete part C.  If  >500 AU’s then 
complete Part C



Signed by qualified 
planner and 
livestock operator

Local government 
may request 
documentation to 
substantiate 
answers given on 
this checklist



Other Codes Affected by ATCP 
50 Revisions

• ATCP 51 - Livestock Facility Siting Rule
– Rule does not require yearly updates of NM 

plan but local authority may request updates to 
monitor compliance

– Public hearings to take place in mid March 
jointly with ATCP 50 public hearings



Conclusions

• Ultimate goal

• Have one nutrient management standard for 
Wisconsin!!!!!


