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Gossôs wilt: a re-emerging disease 

ÂCaused by the bacterium: Clavibacter 
michiganensis subsp. nebraskensis 

 

ÂFirst observed and described in Nebraska 
in 1969 

 

ÂFirst reports from Illinois and Wisconsin 
came in 1980 and 1981, respectively 

From: Wysong et al., 1981 



Gossôs wilt in Illinois 

Â2008 ï 2009 

ïSome scattered reports of Gossôs wilt 
symptoms in Illinois 

Â2010 

ïGossôs wilt occurrences more widespread- 
some samples to UI Plant Clinic 

Â2011 

ïWidespread Gossôs wilt, confirmed in 31 
counties by UI Plant Clinic 



Tracking Gossô Wilt 
2010 observations 

Slide courtesy ZedX, North Carolina State Univ., Penn State Univ. 



Tracking Gossô Wilt 
2011 observations 

Slide courtesy ZedX, North Carolina State Univ., Penn State Univ. 



Gossôs wilt symptoms & signs 
ïLarge leaf lesions with 

wavy margins and 
ñwater-soakingò 

ïñFrecklesò inside lesions 

ïBacterial exudates may 
be evident on the 
lesions 

ïVascular wilt (becomes 
systemic thru the 
xylem) ï  discoloration 
in the vascular system 

 


