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An Approach to Their An Approach to Their 
ManagementManagement



BackgroundBackground

•• Invasive plants still on radar screen at Invasive plants still on radar screen at 

many levelsmany levels

•• Plants move by natural means and via Plants move by natural means and via 

human activitieshuman activities

•• Will always have new species on our Will always have new species on our 

doorstepdoorstep



Where is the Effort for aWhere is the Effort for a
New Noxious Weed Law?New Noxious Weed Law?

Noxious Weed Tech. Advisory groupNoxious Weed Tech. Advisory group

44Created in Created in 1999; check 2000 Proceedings1999; check 2000 Proceedings

44Many meetings and public sessionsMany meetings and public sessions

44Document sent to LRB in 2003Document sent to LRB in 2003

44State budget woes delayed and now stalled State budget woes delayed and now stalled 

progressprogress



We Cannot Sit StillWe Cannot Sit Still

•• Action is happening at many levelsAction is happening at many levels

•• IPAW: Invasive Plants Assoc. of WisconsinIPAW: Invasive Plants Assoc. of Wisconsin

44See display here at the ConferenceSee display here at the Conference

44Has organized two stateHas organized two state--wide conferenceswide conferences

44Has a list of invasive plantsHas a list of invasive plants



www.ipaw.org



IPAW Top 
19

Are they 
targeted 
invasives 

or 
crops???



IPAW Mid 
14



IPAW 
Bottom 

33

List in IPAW Newsletter, Mar. 2003



We need to be and we are involved

44We have representatives on the Tech. Advisory We have representatives on the Tech. Advisory 
Committee (Agronomy, WCIA)Committee (Agronomy, WCIA)

44And on the IPAW Board (Seed Industry, And on the IPAW Board (Seed Industry, 
Agronomy)Agronomy)

What Does the List Mean?



• Know your enemy
• Be alert for new invaders
• Find existing info
• Take action sooner rather than later
• Find the movers and shakers in the effort
• Document where, what, when and who

Approach to Invasive Weeds



• Can you name the invasives in your back 
yard?
44Buckthorn, comfrey, Japanese bamboo all Buckthorn, comfrey, Japanese bamboo all 

started at started at homehome
44Grass to wildflowers and these showed up:Grass to wildflowers and these showed up:
C. thistle, leafy spruge, wild buckwheat, goldenrod, C. thistle, leafy spruge, wild buckwheat, goldenrod, 

hoary alyssum, white cockle, toadflax & milkweedhoary alyssum, white cockle, toadflax & milkweed

• Do you know what others have?

Know your enemy



Great Great 
resourcesresources

These from These from 
ExtensionExtension



• Do you know what Minnesota and Iowa 
have?
44Biennial wormwoodBiennial wormwood
44Asiatic dayflowerAsiatic dayflower
44Buffalo burBuffalo bur

Know your enemy



This is a This is a 
great one great one 
to studyto study



• Take advantage of road time
44Spy as you driveSpy as you drive

• Hunting, fishing, hiking, biking:
44We cover much landscapeWe cover much landscape
44Are our antenna for new species up?Are our antenna for new species up?

Be alert for new invaders



Take advantage of road time
44Travels to Farm Tech. Days last yearTravels to Farm Tech. Days last year
44Very little wild parsnipVery little wild parsnip
44How much effort to eradicate known patches in How much effort to eradicate known patches in 

Shawano County?Shawano County?

Be alert for new invaders



• You’re scouting the fields
• But take note of the edges, farm lanes and 

especially the barnyard
44Many weeds start at homeMany weeds start at home
44Jimson weed too common in exercise lotsJimson weed too common in exercise lots

Be alert for new invaders



A disaster A disaster 
waiting to:waiting to:
--HappenHappen
--SpreadSpread



I found it, I identified it, but is it already 
common in Wisconsin?

Be alert for new invaders



The UW The UW 
Herbarium Herbarium site site 
hashas distribution distribution 
mapsmaps

www.botany.wisc.edu/www.botany.wisc.edu/
herbariumherbarium



• Internet is unreal
• Whitnall Park in Milwaukee Co. called: 

how do we control black swallowwart?
44The Nature Conservancy web site has the The Nature Conservancy web site has the 

answer: triclopyr (Garlon)answer: triclopyr (Garlon)
44Not on the label nor known by the company Not on the label nor known by the company 

representativerepresentative
44Is it legal to use for this weed?Is it legal to use for this weed?

Find Existing Info



Many useful web sites
44DNR: www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/land/er/invasiveDNR: www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/land/er/invasive
44USDA: http://plants.usda.gov/USDA: http://plants.usda.gov/
44Nature Conservancy: Nature Conservancy: 

http://tncweeds.ucdavis.eduhttp://tncweeds.ucdavis.edu
44And 100s more (I stopped my “invasive plants” And 100s more (I stopped my “invasive plants” 

search at 700 hitssearch at 700 hits

Find Existing Info



Check Check 
out the out the 
UW Weed UW Weed 
Science Science 
web siteweb site



• This is where we need the new noxious 
weed program

• A judgment call of controlling or not

• At least let some one know of your finding

Take Action Sooner
Rather Than Later



• IPAW is probably best source of leads
• NRCS will increase activity on invasives

44Some action now via EQIPSome action now via EQIP
44Literature and programsLiterature and programs

• DNR is and will be a significant player
• DOT especially at local levels needs 

reminding/nudging/educating

Find The Movers And
Shakers in The Effort



Working Working 
together.together.



• “All politics is local”

• “All weed detections and control is local.” 

Find The Movers And
Shakers in The Effort



• Winter annuals

• Biennials

• Perennials

Example of Invasive Control



Garlic mustard
44The poster child of this life cycleThe poster child of this life cycle
44Fall application of growth regulators very Fall application of growth regulators very 

effectiveeffective
44So is glyphosate but be careful if desired plants So is glyphosate but be careful if desired plants 

still greenstill green

Controlling Winter Annuals



Best Winter 
Annual ID 
Bulletin



• Many invasive species are biennials
• Wild parsnip, teasels, most thistles
• We win the battle if we stop seed production
• Mowing reduces but seldom stops seed 

production

Controlling Biennial Invasives



• Cut them below the crown and they do not 
regrow

• Prairie Enthusiasts have the “parsnip predator” 
for this purpose

• “labeled” for any and all biennials

Controlling Biennial Invasives





• Herbicides 100% effective if done in fall or 
early spring

• Need not chose glyphosate unless plants 
are bolted

Controlling Biennial Invasives



• All species on current noxious and 
nuisance weed laws are invasive

• Good lists to start with!

44C. thistle, leafy spurge, field bindweed: noxiousC. thistle, leafy spurge, field bindweed: noxious
44Multiflora Multiflora rose and loosestrife: nuisancerose and loosestrife: nuisance

Controlling Perennial Invasives



• Clopyralid and glyphosate the best molecules 
for Canada thistle

• Several effective herbicides for multiflora rose 
(triclopyr, metsulfuron, glyphosate)

• Loosestrife controlled by glyphosate and 
triclopyr (Garlon 3A has aquatic label)

Controlling Perennial Invasives



• Buckthorn, honeysuckle, prickly ash, 
autumn olive and Russian olive of 
concern

• Cut surface treatment safest method
44Not always practicalNot always practical

• Also highly effective most of the year

Controlling Woody Invasives



• GPS is a natural for the where
44Usually small areas outUsually small areas out--ofof--way sitesway sites
44Can monitor rate of spreadCan monitor rate of spread
44Better yet: monitor effects of control efforts!Better yet: monitor effects of control efforts!

• Hand-made maps also work
• Some year we’ll have a system to compile 

and analyze this data

Document Where, What,
When And Who



• All known leafy spurge sites along Adams Co. 
state highways mapped in 02, 03 by Jim Keir, DNR
44Checked all state roads: none on Hwy 23 or 73Checked all state roads: none on Hwy 23 or 73
4425 sites from few sq feet to .5 acre along Hwy 13, 21 & 8225 sites from few sq feet to .5 acre along Hwy 13, 21 & 82

• All sites mowed in July & then treated with Plateau 
in Sept., 03

• Will be monitored for several years

Text Book Example of
Where, What, When And Who



• Know your enemy
• Be alert for new invaders
• Find existing info
• Take action sooner rather than later
• Find the movers and shakers in the effort
• Document where, what, when and who

Invasive Weed Summary



INVASIVE WEEDS IN INVASIVE WEEDS IN 
WISCONSINWISCONSIN

Questions?Questions?
Comments?Comments?


