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As seed input prices increase in 2010, there are many questions regarding the use and need
of seed treatment fungicides, insecticides, and nematicides. There are both new seed treatments
that will be out for the 2010 growing season for some companies (Accerlon™ from Monsanto
(soybean and corn) and Avicta® from Syngenta (corn)) or will be forthcoming for the 2011
growing season from other companies. With a continued increase in the number of products
available, the decision-making process can become very confusing. This is especially relevant
when considering if a nematicide seed treatment is warranted.

Realistically, understanding the need for a seed treatment nematicide begins with
understanding some of the complexity of these organisms. The nematodes that impact corn and
soybean differ (i.e., a nematode is not only just the soybean cyst nematode (SCN)) There exists
some excellent information in addition to material provide on The Soy Report blog
(http://thesoyreport.blogspot.com) and Wisconsin Crop Manager
(http://ipcm.wisc.edu/Default.aspx?tabid=53) to help facilitate the decision-making process.
Some of those include:

“Nematodes in corn production: A growing problem?”,
http://www.ipm.iastate.edu/ipm/icm/2007/2-12/nematodes.html

“Ten Things You Should Know about Corn Nematodes”,
http://agronomyday.cropsci.illinois.edu/2008/tours/corn nematodes/

“Nematodes”, http://pdc.unl.edu/agriculturecrops/corn/nematodes

“Fall Is A Great Time To Sample for SCN, But Not Corn Nematodes”,
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/CropNews/2009/1005tylka.htm

Understanding the complexity with nematodes and how best to manage them includes: (i)
recognizing that other forms of corn and soybean stress may be misdiagnosed and are due to
nematodes, (ii) submitting soil samples at the time of year that allows for the most appropriate
information for your field history, (iii) recognizing that there exists > 1 corn nematode, (iv)
checking labels closely to see if there is efficacy to nematodes, and (v) recognizing that cropping
practices like continuous corn may increase populations. Also, as we highlighted that a nematode
is not only just the soybean cyst nematode, most nematodes of corn do not attack soybean (or
only at low levels) and SCN does not do well on corn. During this talk, we will also highlight
some of the recent findings on new seed treatments from around the region and synthesize how
those findings fit into the framework of decision management.
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