
Pesticide Misuse Pesticide Misuse 
InvestigationsInvestigations

Drift , Overspray and MisuseDrift , Overspray and Misuse



Our ObjectivesOur Objectives

To collect facts (evidence) in To collect facts (evidence) in 
an unbiased manner.an unbiased manner.

Innocent until proven guilty.Innocent until proven guilty.



Quick GlanceQuick Glance

100 100 -- 150 PMI's per year150 PMI's per year

50% 50% -- no violations notedno violations noted

Opens door to complete evaluation of Opens door to complete evaluation of 
commercial application business commercial application business 
practices. practices. 
•• RecordkeepingRecordkeeping

•• Pre and post application information Pre and post application information 

•• WPS compliance (agricultural) WPS compliance (agricultural) 



Drift or Overspray ?Drift or Overspray ?

Did drift or overspray occur?  Yes or no?Did drift or overspray occur?  Yes or no?

The degree to which either occurred is The degree to which either occurred is 
typically not the key objective.typically not the key objective.



Collecting the FactsCollecting the Facts

Water, wipe, soil and vegetation samplesWater, wipe, soil and vegetation samples

Laboratory analysisLaboratory analysis

PhotographsPhotographs

MapsMaps

Affidavits, written statementsAffidavits, written statements

Weather dataWeather data

Label reviewLabel review



Investigation ExampleInvestigation Example

A drift complaint.A drift complaint.

Pesticide allegedly drifted from a Pesticide allegedly drifted from a 
cornfield onto a vineyard.cornfield onto a vineyard.

Application was preApplication was pre--emerge to corn emerge to corn 
ground.ground.

Complainant noted symptoms of cupping Complainant noted symptoms of cupping 
and curling on grape vines. and curling on grape vines. 

Symptoms were more evident near Symptoms were more evident near 
corn field. corn field. 



The Scene of the Alleged CrimeThe Scene of the Alleged Crime



Collecting Background SamplesCollecting Background Samples



Pesticides Applied to Cornfield Pesticides Applied to Cornfield 

Vineyard field road
Corn field



View from CornfieldView from Cornfield

Vineyard field road



Collecting Off Target Collecting Off Target 
Vegetation & Soil SamplesVegetation & Soil Samples



Vegetation SampleVegetation Sample



Off Target Soil SampleOff Target Soil Sample



Off Target SamplesOff Target Samples



Target Site Soil SampleTarget Site Soil Sample

Vineyard field road



Physical SymptomsPhysical Symptoms



Physical SymptomsPhysical Symptoms



Physical SymptomsPhysical Symptoms



Investigation ResultsInvestigation Results

No evidence of pesticide drift from  No evidence of pesticide drift from  
application to the adjacent corn field.application to the adjacent corn field.

Pesticide label violation.Pesticide label violation.
•• Tank mixture of Hornet, Harness and Tank mixture of Hornet, Harness and 

BladexBladex 90 DF applied to corn.90 DF applied to corn.

•• Hornet label states “Do not tank mix Hornet Hornet label states “Do not tank mix Hornet 
with Bladex.” with Bladex.” 
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