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Lessons Learned Lessons Learned 
Livestock Siting and 590Livestock Siting and 590

• What are the rules?
• What is the process?
• What are the challenges?

s. 93.90 Wis. Stats.s. 93.90 Wis. Stats.
Ch. ATCP 51 Wis. Adm. CodeCh. ATCP 51 Wis. Adm. Code



Siting StandardsSiting Standards 
Application WorksheetsApplication Worksheets

Standard Is this new? 

Worksheet 1: Animal Units  No 

Worksheet 2: Odor Management  Yes 

Worksheet 3: Waste and Nutrient 
Management No 

Worksheet 4: Waste Storage  No 

Worksheet 5: Runoff Management 
-- Animal Lot 
-- Feed Storage 

 
No 

Yes (if not CAFO) 
 
 

A DNR WPDES permit can be substituted for 
Worksheets 3, 4 and 5.



Management PlansManagement Plans
• Employee training (Required)

– Cover manure management and 
odor control

– Frequency & who the trainers are

• Incident response (Required)
– Cover spills and odor events 
– List contacts
– Describe procedures

• Advanced Odor management 
(Optional)  



Points to Remember. . .Points to Remember. . .

• Livestock siting is a LOCAL permit, 
that uses STATE standards 

• Law DOES NOT require a local 
government to regulate livestock 
operations – local decision

• The state will not issue siting permits 
in absence of local regulation



45 Local Siting Ordinances45 Local Siting Ordinances
Zoning and Licensing

20 County

24 Town

1 City
More Expected



Who Reviews a Siting Application?Who Reviews a Siting Application?
• Local government – for permit decision

– LCD, zoning, town board…

• Maybe others as well?
– Local residents 
– Opposition groups 

• T. Magnolia
– Experts hired to 

critique your plan
• Crawford County



Old McDonald Had a CAFO?Old McDonald Had a CAFO?

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://international.wi.gov/images/00020090RainbowFarm.jpg&imgrefurl=http://international.wi.gov/ImagesOfWisconsin.html.de&h=1600&w=2400&sz=615&hl=en&start=2&um=1&tbnid=Vf7ydVA4ndBrYM:&tbnh=100&tbnw=150&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dwi%2Bfarm%2Bpic%26svnum%3D10%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26rls%3DGGLD,GGLD:2005-10,GGLD:en%26sa%3DN


• Production agriculture
– Cattle, swine, poultry, 

sheep & goats

• Zoning?
– Vernon County

Siting is Only One Tool Used to Siting is Only One Tool Used to 
Implement local Planning GoalsImplement local Planning Goals
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Public PerceptionPublic Perception
• Fear of change

– Not just livestock, wind farms, Walmart, mines…
• Siting can be controversial

– Infrastructure & environmental impacts
– Land & lifestyle values



The Most Controversial Siting StandardThe Most Controversial Siting Standard

Nutrient Nutrient 
ManagementManagement



Nutrient Management ChallengesNutrient Management Challenges

• Manure spills
• Fish kills
• Well and groundwater 

contamination
• Perceived lack of local 

enforcement
• Perception state standards 

are inadequate
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What is Five Ninety?What is Five Ninety?
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Public Notice is RequiredPublic Notice is Required

• Can you explain NM 
to people unfamiliar 
with
–Agriculture?
–Manure management?

There Might Be A Public HearingThere Might Be A Public Hearing



Part A:  Waste generation & storage summary
– How much manure?

Part B:  Land base for applying nutrients
– Where will it go?

Part C:  Nutrient management checklist
– Represents the 590 NM plan components

Waste and Nutrient Management: Waste and Nutrient Management: 
Worksheet 3 Worksheet 3 



Part A:  Waste Generation WorksheetPart A:  Waste Generation Worksheet

5,300,000 2109,175,000
Animal waste 5,500,000
Wastewater 1,175,000
Leachate 2,500,000

dairy

680,000 295842,700
Animal waste 842,700
Wastewater included
Leachate 0

New 
Storage

Existing



Part B:  Land Base for Applying NutrientsPart B:  Land Base for Applying Nutrients

876

100

876
1000

1.14
No

This applicant is over 
500 AU and must 
complete Part C.

Manure production corresponds to acreage needed?



Part C: Nutrient Part C: Nutrient 
Management Management 

ChecklistChecklist
• Must answer 

questions
– Yes or NA

• Signature of 
Qualified Nutrient 
Management Planner

• Signature of 
applicant

x
x
x
x
x

x
x

x

x

x
x

x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x



Key Differences Key Differences 
Siting and NonSiting and Non--Siting NM ChecklistSiting NM Checklist

• Qualified planner must sign worksheet
• ATCP 51 limits winter spreading to 

standards adopted by ordinance- Part C.1(d)

• Allows 12 months to comply with soil testing 
requirements of 590 Standard - Part C.3(b) & (c)

• ATCP 51 adds a narrative on manure 
handling - Part C.9



Additional Documentation?Additional Documentation?

• Local government can request documentation to 
verify checklist answers 

• Can deny the permit if a planner’s documentation 
does not reasonably substantiate the answer

• Can monitor compliance and require annual NM 
plan updates



• Credit all nutrients?
– Where’s the Beef?  

• Is a narrative included 
which describes proposed 
manure collection and 
application methods?

Are planned nutrient applications consistent 
with UW Pub. A-2809

 
Soil Test 

Recommendations for Field, Vegetable and Fruit 
Crops, and the 2005 NRCS 590 NM standard?



• Groundwater features?
– Wells, sinkholes, shallow 

soils…
• Spreading restrictions?

– Waterways, winter…

How Does the Plan Deal WithHow Does the Plan Deal With



Final ThoughtsFinal Thoughts
• Review and understand the standards

• Learn how the local process works
– All ordinances and regulations 
– Zoning
– Permitting procedures: timeframes, fees, appeals
– More stringent standards
– Post-permit enforcement 
– Consider potential obstacles

• Meeting the standards = permit



• Website: http://livestocksiting.wi.gov

• Program Manager
– Mike Murray, 608-224-4613 (All Questions)

• Engineering
– Steve Struss, 608-224-4629 (Engineering & Odor)

• Other Contacts:
– Richard Castelnuovo, 608-224-46087 (General)
– Sue Porter, 608-224-4605 (Nutrient Management)

Questions? Questions? 

http://livestocksiting.wi.gov/
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