SNAP-PLUS UPDATE AND ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION
Sue Porter ¥ and Laura Ward Good ?

Use the Rotation Wizard and save data entry hours

The 2009 release of Snap-Plus has features that can make setting up new farms in Snap-Plus
and updating nutrient management plans significantly quicker and easier. Almost all field
management information can now be entered through the Rotation Wizard for multiple fields and
years at a time, saving many hours of data entry, particularly for large farms with many fields and
long rotations. You can use the Rotation Wizard to enter planned manure and fertilizer applications
along with crops and tillage for all years in a rotation for any number of fields. You can also update
previously entered crop, tillage, soil test, and application information. For a complete description and
instructions, look for the link in the “Important News” (red) box on the Snap-Plus home page
www.snapplus.net.

New version releases will be one-per-year

To avoid the problems that software updates during plan preparation can cause planners, hew
version releases are going to be limited to one per year. They will be scheduled for late May to
avoid conflicts with the planning season. In addition, version changes will be available through the
Snap-Plus website for a month-long comment period before the release.

Next release - improved reports, “P excess flags”, and field feature documentation

The release scheduled for May 2010 will include improved sets of reports with some designed
for producers and others to meet agency needs. One report for producers will contain all the
information needed to understand the field nutrient requirements and make modifications during the
crop year. Another report meant for agencies will provide comprehensive documentation that the
plan for each field meets the requirements of the 590 standard.

This new version will flag excess applications of commercial phosphorus fertilizers. Many
planners may not know that the P Index and P,Os Balance checks already in Snap-Plus are for
planning manure phosphorus applications. The 590 standard states that commercial P fertilizers shall
not be applied to soils with P tests in the nonresponsive range for the crop being grown (with the
exception of not more than 20 pounds per acre P,Os as starter for corn or recommended rates of
starter P,Os for potatoes and other vegetable crops, Section V.A.1.d.). Frozen soil P applications that
exceed removal rates for the following crop will also be flagged.

The Field screen in Snap-Plus will be modified to give planners a place to record direct
conduits to groundwater and other field features that may require special consideration for manure
spreading. Compliance with restrictions associated with these features will also be documented in the
new agency 590 report described above.

Drafts of the new reports and field screen changes are available for your review on the Snap-
Plus web site (www.snapplus.net). Look for the link in the “Important News” box.
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