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Number of Farms and Dairy Farms in Wisconsin, 1959-2001
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AVERAGE SIZE OF WISCONSIN DAIRY HERDS, 1950-2001
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= Tilled Cropland Same as total except only 1/3 of hay and
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Manured cropland: Actual amount of land on which manure
was spread



Table 1. Calculated animal:cropland ratio threshold levels for Wisconsin dairy farms
Animal density | Animal:cropland ratio

category (AU acre-1)° (acres/cow) Implication for nutrient management
Low <0.75 2 Crop P requirements met by manure, N deficit b
Medium 0.75t0 1.5 1t02 P surplus, crop N requirements met by manure
High >1.5 less than 1 P and N surplus

Source: adapted from Klausner (1997) and Powell et al. (2001)

- % One animal unit (AU) is the equivalent of 1000 Ibs. live animal weight, where 1.4 AU is the approximate equivalent of one dairy cow.
One acre of cropland represents a mixed corn and legume (alfalfa/soybean) cropping system.

" Assumes a P-adequate diet; 0.38% P on dry matter basis
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“MVianore Gap™” by Dairy Region
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(1) Solil Texture
(2) Land Tenure

= (3) Development Pressures



SOIL REGIONS OF WISCONSIN

FW. Madison, Wisconsia Geological and Matural History Survey
HF. Gundiach, U.S. Department of Agricultuze, Sol Conservation Service
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“NE Soils: finely textured,
clayey and red loam, less
permeable

Adapted from Hole, F.D_, at &l 1968, Sois of Wissonsin: Wisconsin Geclogical and Natural History Survay, scale 1:710 60O
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Table 9. Avere acres of rented land and land tenure ratio X dai rion

Mean Acres Percent Operated

Rented Land Cropland Owned
Region (acres) o)

194 67.6
96 769
76.1
76.1
68.7
61.4
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S—— -iﬁ Zlﬁ) of dairy farms produce manure in excess of crop N req’'ts

.

 —

— ,_; “Manured ALR estimates indicate a large, and regionally variant
~ ~  manure gap
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—  Mark Powell, U.S. Dairy Forage Research Center
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Coordinators:
Daniel McCrory
Heather Saam



Region selection

LANDFORMS OF WISCONSIN

Geological and Natural History Survey

Guerge F. Henson. Directer and State Geobogest
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FIH, Macison, Wisconsia Geslepical and Matural History Survey
H.F. Gundiach, LS. Department of Agricuiture. 5ol Conservation Service
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Adapted from Mole, F.D., et al, 1968, Sois of Wisconsin: Wisconsin Geciogleal and Natural History Survey, seale 1:710,000.
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