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Glandular Hairs

On Stems

On Leaves
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Why is trait not used more?

Poor history

Lack of complete control
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Economic thresholds for control of potato leafhopper 
in alfalfa varieties differing in resistance to the pest.
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Spray as soon 
as possible

Spray if less than 
50% PLH resistancea

No treatment 
necessary

Spray if harvest 
is more than 
7 days away

Source: Mark Sulc and Ron 
Hammond, The Ohio State 
University, 2004.

Assuming HR (>50%) resistance
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Yield (% of trial mean) of PLH resistant 
alfalfa varieties in absence of PLH
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1 102 22 99 4 100 6 100 2 103 3 96 1
2 98 54 101 3 96 12 98 4 99 7 100 1
3 93 42 91 6 96 4

4 92 33 94 1
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Yield increase of PLH resistant alfalfa varieties 
above susceptible checks when PLH above recommended            
spraying threshold
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Data is average from tests in Iowa and Ohio
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Find Alfalfa Variety Trial Results

Printed results in newspapers or county extension 
office
http://learningstore.uwex.edu

http://learningstore.uwex.edu/
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Find Alfalfa Variety Trial Results

Printed results in newspapers or county extension 
office
http://learningstore.uwex.edu
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/forage

Wisconsin variety trial results 
Compare alfalfa varieties

http://learningstore.uwex.edu/
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/forage
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Summary

PLH resistance is a valuable trait

PLH resistance is crucial if not spraying in the 
seeding year

Yield benefit of PLH resistance varies among highly 
resistant (HR) varieties

Check variety yields and performance at 
www.uwex.edu/ces/forage

http://www.uwex.edu/ces/forage
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