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DATCP Nutrient Management 

Regulatory Landscape 

 DATCP rules have “required” all Ag Producers 

to adopt Nutrient Management standards 

(NRCS 590) since 2008. 

 With the 2010 DNR adoption of new runoff 

rules (NR 151), the P-index is now a 

performance standard for agriculture.  

 DATCP has recently opened its rules (ATCP 50) 

to respond to DNR changes to NR 151. 

 

 



DATCP Nutrient Management 

Regulatory Landscape 

 Some 18,000 farmers, who collect Farmland 

Preservation tax credits must develop nutrient 

management plans by 2015. 

 Most farmers who install/modify manure 

storage need a NM plan. 

 Farmers covered by a Livestock Facility Siting 

permit must have a NM plan 

 



Other Nutrient Management Program 

“Drivers” 

  20 watershed projects are currently underway in 

WI using P-index management on a voluntary 

basis 

 DNR’s new Phosphorus rules are driving 

metropolitan sewerage districts to engage 

farmers to reduce P runoff to meet new permit 

requirements 

 



Nutrient Management Plan acreage has increased by 

100% in the last 5 years 

* 

21% of  WI 

Crop acres 

under NM 

plan - 2011 



Do NM Plans meet standards and are 

they implemented? 

  DATCP’s Quality Assurance Team reviews 

continue to show both improvement in plans 

but still much to be done. 

 Greater scrutiny of plans and their 

implementation should be expected. 



Water Quality in an agricultural watershed is largely 

determined by the many decisions each farmer 

has made, and will make, on his fields 



Nutrient management has BOTH agronomic 

AND conservation objectives. 
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 Land Conservation 

staff 

 Applicators 

 

Communication 

among these folks is 

key 



A nutrient management Success Story? 



Nutrient Management practices can reduce risks  

and protect water quality: 
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