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Pollinators
§ Pollinator: an organism that moves pollen between flowers

Honey Bee

Bumble Bee
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“Wild” Bees
Sweat Bee

Leafcutter Bee

Squash Bee

Cellophane Bee

All Photos on this slide by Christy Stewart
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Other Insect Pollinators
Wasps

Beetles

Flies

Moths and Butterflies
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Other Pollinators
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Meet the Bees:

§ United States: ~4,000 species
§ Wisconsin: ~400 species

Honey 
Bee

Bumble 
Bees

Wild 
Bees

(Sevaral Familes)
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UWEX Pollinator 
Factsheet: G4001



University of Wisconsin–Madison
Department of Entomology

Bee Biology:
What Do Bees Need to Survive?

1. Food
§ Nectar
§ Pollen

2. Shelter
§ Ground nesters (most bees)
§ Hole nesters (~1/3 of bees)
§ Cavity nesters (bumble bees, feral honey bees)
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What’s Up With Pollinators?
§ Many pollinators face declines due to a variety of factors

§ Habitat loss & fragmentation
§ Diseases: fungi, viruses, etc.
§ Parasites: mites

§ Agricultural practices
§ Pesticides
§ Many other factors
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Apis mellifera

Relationship Status: It’s complicated 

Looking For: Pollen and Nectar

Pupation: 13 days ago

Name: Apis mellifera

Hive: 23-A

Political Views: Long live the Queen!

Favorite Hobby: Waggle dancing

Favorite Movie: A Bug’s Life

Pollinators: Status
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How Can YOU Help Pollinators?
1. Make your yard and landscape pollinator friendly

§ Diversity of flowers = diversity of insects
§ Seasonal blooming patterns

2. Provide nesting habitat

1. Minimize risks to pollinators when using pesticides

1. Consult the Wisconsin Pollinator Protection Plan
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Making the Landscape Pollinator Friendly
§ Diversity of flowers = diversity of insects

§ Ideal situation: 3+ different flowers blooming at any time

§ Go native! 
§ Native bees are adapted for native flowers
§ Some commercial flower cultivars (“double flowers”) have 

little to no nectar or pollen and don’t offer resource for bees

§ Tolerate some weeds (i.e., in lawns)
§ Clover, dandelions, etc. can provide 

nectar/pollen for insects



University of Wisconsin–Madison
Department of Entomology

Pollinator.org Guide: plants to attract bees 
and other pollinators
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Making the Landscape Pollinator Friendly
§ Provide nesting habitat: many bees nest in hollow “tubes”

Inside look at a solitary bee nest
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Wisconsin Pollinator Protection Plan


