Farming on 20% slopes and in between streams

Livestock Farer
,uffalo County,uWJ




Landscape plays a large role in our farming system




| have incorporated many different
conservation practices into my farming system

* I’'m constantly adapting my system and
practices to changing conditions and
situations

* The conservation practices are in place so that
we can continue to drive towards and reach
production and economic goals

* These practices have contributed to reducing
sediment, phosphorus and nitrogen loss-see
Discovery Farms info in the article or on the
website
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Waterway with extended grassy stabilization
area to protect from erosion and slow entry to stream













I've stolen my best cover cropping ideas
from everyone else



Seeding alfalfa into standing rye

Before After
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Custom combine operator says...”You got a problem’




Trying for next year...no need to spend $30-40 per acre

Cover Crop Mixes

Forage Mix 5-C Mix

W Rye 25#/ac  $4.50
WW  25#/ac  $1.80
Red Clover .3#  $0.80
Cost was $7.10

» Winter Rye 75#/ac $13.50
» Red Clover .3#/ac  $0.80
» Cost was $14.30

Courtesy Derek Van de Hey, New Horizons Dairy




Post Winter Wheat Mix

Red Clover 1#/ac $2.70
Sunflowers 1#/ac $1.65
Winter Peas 3.75# $3.38
Tillage Radish .5#  $0.75
Purple Top .25# $0.50
White Dutch .15# $0.60
Cost was $9.58
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Courtesy Derek Van de Hey, New Horizons Dairy




Harvest Arear 109 acre m: :?:z
Disinct Area: 10.9 acre %NOvele 010%

% Overiap: 64.10 % % Flold 1000 %

% Field: 1000 % . Total Yiold: 6513 bu
Total Yieid: 14773 bu Avg Yield: 50 64 bulac
Avg Yield:  135.28 bufac
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Harvest Area:  10.9 acre
Distinct Area: 109 acre
% Owveriap: 51.75%
% Fieid: 100.0 %

Toa Ve 457200 Should we farm the best

om0y andleave the rest?

Variabie Mo Max
Oviespuac) 678 35363 a1
OmMostre (%) 1992 2582 2
O Bevation %) 1282 76 1345.82 131
Ospeed(mpn) 008 78
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In field practices and in stream practices protect in big storms
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Slow water and remove shade




At grade stabilization structures (dams) slow water
movement and trap sediment coming from wooded areas
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Water quality results and
supporting information can
be found at UW Discovery
Farms website
www.uwdiscoveryfarms.org
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Lessons Learned
from Bragger Famlly Dairy
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By Callie Horron, Dennis Frame,
Amber Radatz. Tim Radatz

ow do farm fields impact nearby streams?

How do soil and nutrient losses from cropland
compere to losses from pasture or woodland?
Is thore such o thing s 2ero loss? Can numbers
from working farms be useful to policymsken?
What proctices ate effective in reducing soil end
nutrient loss? The UW Discovery Farms® Program
was founded In 2000 to answar these questions,
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', How farm management

influences water quality

ina challenging,diverse\

Iandscape

and its first project,

located on Bragger Family Dairy, did just

that, The projoct wos the perfect blend of ideal
sites end exceptional partnerships and provided
roliable. actionable water quality data for
landowners and policymakers that is still being
used today
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If you peed to reach me, have

vour people talk to my people
§
Joe Bragger {

braggfam@tr \jﬁ/est.com






