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Wisconsin has a very broad industrial hemp law that encourages participation 
and innovation. No limits on the number of licenses or acreage provides great 
opportunities for farmers, citizens, and businesses of any size, in any location in 
Wisconsin, to participate in and grow a new industry. 

Looking back:  Getting an emergency rule in place in 90 days was very 
challenging, and by necessity, very narrow in scope.  

Looking forward: DATCP has been gathering information over the past year 
about what works and what needs improvement for the permanent rule, which 
must be in place by July 1, 2020.  The authorizing statute is very broad, so the 
permanent rule will likely clarify some areas and also cover more topics than the 
emergency rule does.

In 2018, the industrial hemp research pilot program licensed 245 hemp growers 
and 99 hemp processors.  185 hemp growers and 82 hemp processors also had an 
annual registration. 

In 2018, about 1850 field acres and about 22.6 greenhouse acres were planted. 

In 2018, DATCP collected and analyzed 295 samples.  All but 21 passed.  Most 
of the failures were still below 1.0%. 

Law enforcement and local governments mostly sat on the sidelines in 2018 and 
watched this program unfold.  Growing, processing, and retailing hemp in a 
highly responsible manner is key, because they can be the biggest allies or the 
largest roadblocks (i.e., ordinances, raids, etc.). Law enforcement and local 
governments are now paying attention.

The 2018 Farm Bill redefines hemp, removes industrial hemp from the Schedule 
1 controlled substances list by including it as an agricultural commodity, makes 
the national banking system available to hemp growers and processors, and al-
lows for other benefits of a crop such as marketing, research and crop insurance. 
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Wisconsin will need to amend our definition of hemp in statute and rule to match 
new federal law. This would make it clear that extracts and cannabinoids are both 
included in the definition of hemp and that the 0.3% also includes and applies to 
cannabinoids and other extracts. The Legislature may also consider other changes 
to the industrial hemp law.

Under the Farm Bill, DATCP must write and submit an industrial hemp regula-
tory plan to USDA.  Our current program covers most of the requirements to be 
submitted as part of the plan, therefore, it only will need some refinement or 
clarification of policy, not drastic changes. 

Hemp cannot be used in commercial animal feed currently because it is not an 
official, defined feed ingredient with the Association of American Feed Control
Officials CO).  The 2018 Farm Bill will have no effect on this.  
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