SOYBEAN GALL MIDGE: UNDERSTANDING A NEW PEST IN THE MIDWEST

Justin McMechan v

Soybean gall midge (SGM) was identified as a new species in 2018 in the Midwestern United States
causing extensive injury to soybean in eastern Nebraska, western lowa, southwestern Minnesota, and
eastern South Dakota (Fig. 1).

Figure 1. Counties documented as infested with soybean gall midge larvae in
2018 (red), 2019 (orange), and 2020 (yellow)

Since it’s discovery, soybean gall midge adult emergence has been tracked each year from soybean fields
that were infested the previous year. In east central Nebraska, the duration of adult emergence from these
overwintering sites averaged 15 days in 2019 to 25 in 2020 with emergence beginning in mid-June each
year. This long duration of emergence from overwintering sites poses a significant challenge for
management tactics to mitigate soybean injury in adjacent soybean fields.

Several studies were conducted over the last two seasons to evaluate the efficacy of seed treatments, in-
furrow, and foliar insecticides on soybean gall midge. None of the treatments tested provided complete
control of soybean gall midge, however, some chemistries, especially in combination with cultural control
strategies (planting date) showed early season potential to mitigate soybean gall midge injury to soybean
plants.

As of 2020, soybean gall midge has not been found in Wisconsin. Regardless, soybean farmers should be
on the lookout for this new pest. To scout for soybean gall midge, focus on the edge of the field especially
in soybean field that are adjacent to a field that was soybean the previous year. To learn more about what
to look for visit the https://soybeangallmidge.org/scouting-for-soybean-gall-midge to watch videos on
what to look for in your field.
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